
The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center                                                              315: Writing Skills for Case Documentation 

 Handout #3, Page 1 of 2 

Sequencing: McAbee Case Scenario 

1. Samantha expresses concerns about being interviewed alone. 

2. Samantha met her boyfriend, Sean Haslett, about three years ago through her 
cousin.  Sean is her cousin’s boyfriend’s brother.   

3. Samantha confirms that Sean is not Molly’s father. 

4. Molly does not currently have a relationship with her father because he is in jail. 

5. Samantha again explains that she has been with Sean for about three years and 
living with him for about six months. 

6. When asked specific questions, Samantha seems hesitant to talk about Sean in 
any way. 

7. Samantha knows that it is not okay to leave Molly alone, even for a few hours. 

8. Samantha explains that she could not tell Sean that she is not coming to see him 
at work because she can’t leave Molly alone.  Samantha states, “He gets mad 
and I just don’t like it when he gets mad.” 

a. Samantha doesn’t want to tell this case worker what happens when Sean 
gets mad. 

9. Samantha hesitates to answer questions regarding other concerns or if she has 
ever been afraid of Sean. 

10. Samantha confirms that Sean has pushed her a couple of times, explains that 
she has pushed him back. 

a. When asked if she did push him back, Samantha states, “No, but I wanted 
to.” 

11. Samantha finally confides that Sean hits her, yells at her, and calls her names.  
She explains that Sean gets mad when she “doesn’t do what she’s supposed to 
do.” 

12. Samantha has been afraid for Molly’s safety “a couple of times.” 

a. Sean gets mad if Molly doesn’t do what she is supposed to do.  Samantha 
explains that Sean gets so mad that she is afraid of what will happen if he 
“gets his hands” on Molly. 

b. Samantha gets in front of Sean when he goes after Molly. 

c. Samantha makes sure that Molly and Sean are never at home alone 
together. 

13. Molly is outside a lot by herself to prevent something happening to her.  
Samantha tries to send Molly to her sister’s house, but Molly wants to go outside 
instead. 

14. Sean has stopped Samantha from going to church altogether.  Samantha has to 
come home from her part-time job as soon as she is finished.  Samantha 
explains that she “needs to be at home when he arrives from work.” 
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15. Sean has also prevented Samantha from seeing friends and family.  Samantha 
states, “I don’t have any friends anymore.” 

16. Samantha feels that her sister most likely knows what’s going on, even though 
Samantha has never said anything to her.  Samantha does not have any contact 
with the rest of her family. 

17. Samantha explains that she has not told anyone else about the abuse. 

18. Samantha’s neighbors called the police once, but she told them everything was 
okay and sent them away. 

19. Samantha has not attended counseling sessions or spoke with anyone who 
might be able to help at her church. 

20. When asked about the possibility of attending a support group, Samantha 
explains that she could never do “anything like that.  Sean wouldn’t let me.” 

21. Samantha has gone to the hospital a few times due to the abuse. 

a. Sean broke her arm once, but states, “he didn’t mean to do it.” 

   


